
 

Boeing, St Louis UK Supplier Showcase 
 

Event Description 
 
Background 
 
In July 2016 Boeing & the UK Government announced a long-term Growth & Prosperity Partnership that 
originates from the Government’s national security objective to “Promote our Prosperity”. It aims to 
increase workshare opportunities for UK companies and encourage investment in areas of mutual 
benefit to Boeing, UK suppliers and the wider economy. The UK Ministry of Defence (MoD), working 
with the UK Government Aerospace Team and ADS (UK trade association for Aerospace, Defence & 
Security) wishes to assist UK companies to engage with Boeing Defense, Space & Security (BDS) and 
other departments (see later section) in order to increase bid opportunities and subsequent contract 
awards.  In order to achieve this goal it is proposed to hold an event in St. Louis, a manufacturing centre 
for BDS, where UK suppliers can present their UK based technologies & capabilities to the BDS teams on 
a one to one basis as well as an exhibition area where on-site Boeing staff will be invited to meet the UK 
companies.  
 
Format 
 
The event will be held at BDS facilities in St. Louis, on Weds 17th October, with up to 40 companies 
participating. 
 
It planned that the itinerary will include the following: 

- Welcome address from senior Boeing Executive 
- Presentation of UK Technology Programmes by senior UK representative 
- Boeing technology development methodology and needs 
- Exhibition area for UK companies 
- B2B sessions of 30 minutes 
- Dinner for all participants  
- Production Facility Tour (TBC) 

 
 
Boeing Participants 
 
Representatives will be invited from the following groups of people: 
Engineering, BDS 
Research & Technology, part of Engineering, Test & Technology division 
BR+T Composite Centre of Excellence 
Phantom Works 
Business Development & Strategy 
HorizonX, Boeing’s technology incubator and accelerator 
Aurora Flight Sciences 
Supplier Management BDS 
International Strategic Partnerships, part of Business Development & Strategy 
Selected Program Offices: T-X, MQ-25, F/A-18, F-15 
777 & BDS Manufacturing 



 

 
Candidate Company Selection 
 
The final list of invitees will be at Boeing’s discretion but ADS bring forward candidates to assist the 
selection process. It is proposed to adopt two concurrent methodologies: 
 

 Technology Need: Boeing will be asked to express their near-term tactical and long-term 
strategic technology needs based on prospective upgrades to in-service platforms and new 
platform performance requirements. ADS will work with various partners such as MoD, BEIS, the 
Aerospace Technology Institute and Regional Trade Associations to identify candidate 
companies who can match the technology, product or service needs expressed by Boeing. 
 

 Capability Offer: Boeing may be reluctant, for commercial confidentiality reasons, to share some 
of their strategic technology needs and therefore a wide range of technology developments can 
be offered to Boeing allowing them to pick the companies of interest without revealing the 
reason why. Candidate companies will be determined by: direct contact from the UK 
Government & ADS staff, based on industry knowledge; referencing the recent BEIS Supply 
Chain Survey; consultation with Devolved Administrations and Regional Trade Associations. 

 
UK companies wishing to participate will be asked to describe their technology, product or service in a 
set format that will be reviewed by the ADS team and constructive feedback provided prior to inclusion 
in a Capability Brochure. This will be sent to Boeing for review and a decision on final invitees. This 
ensures that all participation is relevant with a will to meet on both sides thus ensuring no wasted time 
or travel costs. 
 
Itinerary 
 
Tuesday 16th October 
- UK suppliers arrive in St Louis 
- Building 33 venue available to UK companies to set-up exhibition area (1 table & 2 chairs provided) 
 
Wednesday 17th October 
- Event registration opens 
- Welcome address from Maria Lane, VP International Strategic Partnerships, Boeing Defense & 

Security 
- Address from Senior UK Government Representative covering the Growth & prosperity Partnership, 

UK Govt commitment to aerospace, current programmes supported by Govt 
- Boeing Keynote presentation covering market environment, programme status, technology 

roadmap, expectations of suppliers, Peter Hoffman, VP Intellectual Management, The Boeing 
Company 

- Presentation from Aerospace Technology Institute covering UK technology and product strategy, 
engagement with Boeing, future programmes  

- B2B sessions. 1 to 1 meetings of 20-30 mins 
- Networking Lunch 
- B2B sessions finish 
- Closing address from Boeing 
- Reception held at local hotel 
- Dinner for all UK participants and Boeing guests 



 

 
 
Thursday 18th October 
- Opportunity for follow-up meetings with Boeing 
- Factory Tour (TBC) 
- UK participants fly out/home 
 
 
How to Register for the Event 
 
A description and registration portal is on the ADS website here: 
https://www.adsgroup.org.uk/events-list/boeing-defense-space-security-uk-supplier-showcase/ 
which explains how to register and the associated costs for participation. 
 
After registration you will be sent a form to describe your technology and support will be given in the 
form of constructive feedback prior to final inclusion in the brochure in order to maximise the impact 
and therefore increase the likelihood of being invited by Boeing to participate.  
 
Other Points of Note 

 
- UK suppliers wishing to bring display items such as pop-ups, literature, demo kit, will be 

responsible for shipping. Boeing is not able to receive shipped items on behalf of UK participants 
- Boeing and the UK suppliers may wish to have discussions under a Non Disclosure Agreement. 

Both parties will be asked to highlight this early in the process to allow time for this to be put in 
place 

- The technologies, products or services offered must be UK based 
- Travel arrangements will be the responsibility of the participants. However, we will recommend 

several hotels which are located near the venue. 
- The Steering Board of the UK Office of Industrial Capability will be holding a quarterly meeting 

during the event and so there will be senior representation from both Boeing & UK Govt in 
attendance. 

 
 
Chris Gane and Bill Peterson  
On behalf of ADS 
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